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  Gathering  
 

 

OPENING HYMN 401 – Your Works, Not Mine, O Christ 
 

 

Order of Service for  

THE THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT 
  
 



- 3 - 

 
 

INVOCATION 
Minister The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship 

of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

 

Congregation And also with you. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS AND ABSOLUTION 
M God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent hearts.  

Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us. 

 

C Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed 

you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  I have done what is evil and failed to do what is 

good. For this I deserve Your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly 

sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord have mercy on 

me a sinner. 

 

M God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given His only Son to be the 

atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

C  Amen.  

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
M Let us pray.  Almighty God, look with favor on your humble servants and stretch out the right 

hand of your power to defend us against all our enemies; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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  The Word  
 

FIRST LESSON   Exodus 20:1-17 
God thundered down to Israel his Ten Commandments!   

The love God expects is impossible for the sinner… which drives us to his grace. 

 
EXODUS 20:1

 And God spoke all these words: 

 

   
 2
 “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 

 

  
3
 “You shall have no other gods before me. 

 

  
4
 “You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on the 

earth beneath or in the waters below. 
5
 You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, 

the LORD your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the 

third and fourth generation of those who hate me, 
6 
but showing love to a thousand generations of 

those who love me and keep my commandments. 

 
7
 “You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not hold anyone 

guiltless who misuses his name. 

 

  
8
 “Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 

9
 Six days you shall labor and do all your 

work, 
10

 but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall not do any work, 

neither you, nor your son or daughter, nor your manservant or maidservant, nor your animals, nor 

the alien within your gates. 
11

 For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea, 

and all that is in them, but he rested on the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath 

day and made it holy. 

 

  
12

 “Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the LORD your 

God is giving you. 

 

  
13 

“You shall not murder. 

 

 
 14

 “You shall not commit adultery. 

 

  
15

 “You shall not steal. 

 

  
16

 “You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 

 

 
 17

 “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or 

his manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.” 
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SECOND LESSON  1 Corinthians 1:22-25 
What is more impossible than to rely on the “weakness” of God displayed in Christ crucified for our salvation. 

 

1 CORINTHIANS 1:22
 Jews demand miraculous signs and Greeks look for wisdom, 

23
 but we preach 

Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 
24

 but to those whom God 

has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 
25 

For the 

foolishness of God is wiser than man's wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than man's 

strength. 

 
GOSPEL John 2:13-22 

“Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days.” Impossible… but not with God! 

 
JOHN 2:13

 When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 
14

 In 

the temple courts he found men selling cattle, sheep and doves, and others sitting at tables 

exchanging money. 
15

 So he made a whip out of cords, and drove all from the temple area, both 

sheep and cattle; he scattered the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables.
 16

 To 

those who sold doves he said, “Get these out of here! How dare you turn my Father’s house into a 

market!” 

 

   
 17

 His disciples remembered that it is written: “Zeal for your house will consume me.” 

 

    
18

 Then the Jews demanded of him, “What miraculous sign can you show us to prove your 

authority to do all this?” 

 

    
19 

Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days.” 

 

   
 20

 The Jews replied, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and you are going to 

raise it in three days?” 
21 

But the temple he had spoken of was his body. 
22

 After he was raised 

from the dead, his disciples recalled what he had said. Then they believed the Scripture and the 

words that Jesus had spoken. 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 
After the reading of the Gospel the congregation responds: 
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HYMN OF THE DAY 378 – All Mankind Fell in Adam’s Fall 
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  Sermon  
Exodus 20:1-17 

 

The Impossible Terms of God’s Covenant of Love 
 

 

 

 

 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH The Nicene Creed 
 
C We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

   maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

   eternally begotten of the Father, 

   God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

   begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. 

          Through him all things were made. 

          For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 

   and became fully human. 

          For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

          He suffered death and was buried. 

         On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

          He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

          He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

   and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

   who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
   who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

   who has spoken through the prophets. 

           We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

           We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

           We look for the resurrection of the dead 

   and the life of the world to come.   Amen. 
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Announcements and Musical Offering 
We appreciate the offerings given to support the work of God’s Kingdom here and throughout the world.   
Offerings can be given in any of three ways: 

1. Set in the offering plate at the back of the sanctuary 
2. On the Calvary website: https://calvarydallas.org/give/ 
3. On your phone with the Give+ app (a Vanco product) 

 
Give us a record of your visit through our online Connection Card.  The Connection Card tab can be found at the bottom 
right of any page of the Calvary website, https://calvarydallas.org 

 

  Prayers  
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

Let us pray for the whole Church in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs. 

 

O Lord, save the generations that will come after us from Your punishment by filling us with 

Your Son’s zeal for Your house in these Lenten days, that we may cast out every idol from our 

hearts and love only You and Your commandments. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.  

 

Heavenly Father, preserve and bless all Christian households, that husbands and wives would live 

in love and service to each other, that fathers and mothers would diligently bring up their children 

in Your fear, and that children would honor their parents and be well equipped for service to their 

neighbors in this life. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

O God, whose steadfast love in Christ is good, turn in Your abundant mercy to _____________ 

and all who suffer in our midst, that the flood may not sweep over them nor the pit close its 

mouth on them. Deliver them from sinking into the mire and deep waters, and grant them healing, 

comfort and peace. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.  

 

O Lord, You bless this day and make it holy with Your Word and the gifts of Your altar. Grant us 

to come before You in humble repentance to eat Your Son’s body and blood, that we may not 

boast in ourselves in Your presence but in Christ alone. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.  

 

O Lord, our Rock and Redeemer, as three days after the temple of Your Son’s body was 

destroyed by wicked men He raised it up again, grant that on the Last Day we and all the saints 

who now rest in Your presence may share in the glory of His resurrection. Lord, in Your mercy, 

hear our prayer.  
 

All these things and whatever else You know that we need, grant us, Father, for the sake of Him 

who died and rose again and now lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God forever. 

Amen. 

https://calvarydallas.org/give/
https://calvarydallas.org/
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

C Our Father in heaven,  

  hallowed be your name,  

  your kingdom come, 

  your will be done  

   on earth as in heaven.   

Give us today our daily bread.   

Forgive us our sins,  

 as we forgive those  

 who sin against us.   

Lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.   

For the kingdom, the power,  

 and the glory are yours   

 now and forever.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

  The Sacrament  
 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

M Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which 

is given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 
 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 

is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins.  Do 

this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 
M The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
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DISTRIBUTION 
The Scriptures teach that the celebration of the Lord’s Supper connects us intimately with Christ and with one another as 
Christians who are united around a common confession of faith.  Therefore, we ask that only those who are members of 
Calvary or churches within our fellowship come forward to receive the Lord’s Supper. 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN 287 – The Law of God is Good and Wise 
 

 
 

 

  Sending  
 

PRAYER 
M Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may glorify 

you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may long for his 

coming again, and that all who have received in his true body and blood the pledge of your 

forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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BLESSING 
 
M Brothers and sisters, go in peace.   

 Live in harmony with one another.   

Serve the Lord with gladness. 
 

 The Lord bless you and keep you.   

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.   

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

 

 
 

 

CLOSING HYMN 323 – Almighty Father, Bless the Word 
 

 
 
 

 

After worship, please feel free to greet your neighbors OUTSIDE,  

keeping in mind the social distancing recommendations of six feet spacing. 
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